284 men as was Pilsudski. No otlier knew so intimately Ms
colleagues. No other kept in such close touch with them
afterwards. Perhaps Napoleon's relation to his old sol-
diers and his marshals is comparable, but Napoleon gave
his officers huge 'salaries and lands and high position,
making some of them kings. Pilsudski gave no money, no
great dignities, only the honor of being a Polish soldier.
When men did well, he gave them more work to do.
He was twice married. His first wife "was a widow,
Madame Marja Koplewska-Juszkiewicz, who was known
in P.P.S. circles as "the beautiful lady," the one who once
served as "dromedary" for seventy-five books. She was a
great patriot, devoted to Pilsudski's work, a gifted con-
versationalist, a delightful hostess to his many guests.
She was courageous and intelligent, very beautiful, good,
warm-hearted and impulsive; but also very talkative and
not always tactful. She was a distinct personality—per-
haps too much so to make the ideal wife for a man who
was also a great personality, with one absorbing goal for
which everything else was pushed aside. She had, by her
first husband, a daughter Wanda, whom Pilsudski loved
devotedly. She died while a student in Paris and he
grieved greatly.
Later he married Miss Aleksandra Szczerbinska, the
"Ola?1 who had helped in the Bezdany plans and in many
another P.P.S. and Bojowka affair. She had been the
head of the women's courier service of the P.O.W., taking
orders directly from him. She was an excellent organ-
izer in the party, in the war, and afterwards in the work
for the widows and orphans of the Legions and for the
unemployed. She was by nature silent, calm, very tact-
ful. She too preferred a simple life and was always an
informal hostess.
A group of Polish ladies from America visited War-
saw and were invited to tea at the Belvedere. They were
not received formally. Madame Pilsudska walked about
the rooms, chatting with this group and with that one.

